MAY 23, 2021

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Our Easter season culminates with the glorious feast of Pentecost. We can imagine how incredible that moment was for
the apostles and all who witnessed it. The Holy Spirit was alive and working. The Holy Spirit is just as alive and willing
to work here and now in our day-to-day moments as back at our first Pentecost.

Our First Reading bears witness to the first Pentecost. During this encounter with the Holy Spirit, the
apostles and Mary felt a driving wind, there were tongues of fire on the heads of each of them and the
Spirit allowed them to speak in different tongues proclaiming acts of God.

We might hear this reading and wish the Holy Spirit worked that obviously in our lives each day. The
truth is, the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is obvious — we just might be blind to it, or it might be
that we have closed ourselves off to the Holy Spirit’s wonderous works.

Our tongues of fire might be a profound conversation with a friend, something that you needed to hear in that exact
moment, or even a closed door to an opportunity for something much, much greater. These are movements of the Holy
Spirit in our everyday moments. The more we take time to recognize them, the more we become aware of them.

On this Pentecost Sunday, let us give thanks to God for sending us His Holy Spirit. And let us strive to be in tune with
the Holy Spirit by looking for the ways God has been working in our lives.

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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Prayer For The

SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
GOD GRANT ME

The SPIRIT: OEWISDO - The SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE
5 hi  That | may know GOD and know myself.

The SPIRIT OF PIETY
That | may find the service of GOD
sweet and amiable.

The SPIRIT OF FEAR OF GOD
B That I may be filled with a loving reverence
The SPIRIT OF COUNSELE towards GOD and may dread in any way,
that | may ever choose the surest way of to displease Him. Amen.
pleasing GOD and gaining heaven.

The SPIRIT OF FORTITUDE Come, HOLY SPIRIT;

that | may bear my Cross with You and come and renew
that | may overcome with courage all
the obstacles that oppose my salvation. the face of the earth!

Pentecost People
Come, Holy Spirit, and make us Pentecost people.

Let your wisdom and right judgment guide our decisions
and temper our impulses.

Let knowledge and understanding increase our capacity for
empathy and compassion.

Let reverence and awe fill us with gratitude and respect for

/\ all of creation.

Give us the courage to witness boldly to our faith in word

() / and deed.
\’ Through and with and in Jesus Christ, we pray.

Amen.




