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Sunday 9:00 am.
11:00 am.

. Deacon
Confessions
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 am. Director of Music
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December 14 2025 -
Third Sunday of Advent

Gaudete Sunday-Rejoice, the Lord is Near!: This Third Sunday of Advent—known as Gaudete
Sunday—the Church invites us to rejoice. The rose candle is lit, the liturgical color softens from
purple, and the readings encourage us to lift our hearts in hope. Advent is a season of waiting, but
today that waiting is marked by joy—the joy that comes from knowing that God is near and acting
in our lives. Saint Paul urges us, “Rejoice in the Lord always.. The Lord is near” (Phil 4:4-5). This is
the heart of our parish vision: Discovering the Joy of Believing in Jesus Christ. Joy is not the same
as comfort, success, or ease; rather, it flows from the deep certainty that Christ is with us, guiding
us, strengthening us, and preparing our hearts to receive Him more fully. As we enter the final
stretch of Advent, the Church gives us a beautiful spiritual tool to rekindle this joy: the O
Antiphons, prayed each evening from December 17-23. These ancient prayers, more than 1,200
years old, call on Jesus using titles drawn from the Old Testament. They express the longing of
humanity for a Savior and proclaim the many ways Christ fulfills God's promises: O Emmanuel -
God-with-us, O King of the Nations - the Prince of Peace O Rising Sun - the Light that scatters
darkness; O Key of David - the One who frees us from sin, O Root of Jesse - the Hope who grows
from David's line O Lord - the God who leads His people; O Wisdom - Christ who guides us in truth;
The first letter of the Messianic titles in Latin: Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai,
Sapientia—spell out Latin words ERO CRAS, meaning, "Tomorrow, | will come." These antiphons
form the verses of the beloved hymn reminds us that our joy is not shallow or sentimental—our
joy is rooted in a God who comes to save us. As we celebrate Gaudete Sunday and approach the
late days of Advent, may these prayers awaken in us a renewed longing for Christ and a deeper
appreciation of who He is. Let us quiet our hearts, make use of the sacrament of reconciliation to
prepare the way of the Lord, and discover again the joy of believing in Jesus Christ—who is not
far, but wonderfully near. May God bless you! Fr. Ronald.

Collection for December 6 / 7

Offertory $ 3435.25

Repairs & Renovations $ 140.00

Monday. December 15 Sisters of the Sacred Heart $1020.00
8:30 a.m. (Livestream) - Larry Robichaud f E-Transfers $ 273.20
John Joseph Flynn Square Donations $250.00

Total Collection $5118.45

Tuesday, December 16
8:30 a.m. (Livestream) - Renata Miketic

Thank you for your faithful stewardship & generosity!
~ Please remember the parish in your will ~

Wednesday, December 17
8:30 a.m. (Livestream) - Peter lacobucci {

PARISH NEWS

Adopt an Angel Tree - Nov 15 to Dec 16

There is still time to contribute to the Adopt an

Thursday, December 18 - No Mass

Friday, December 19
8:30 a.m. (Livestream) - For All Holy Souls in
Purgatory f

Saturday, December 20
5:00 p.m. (Livestream) - Ted & Neen Nelson 1

Sunday, December 21
0.00 a.m. - Mass for the People

11:00 a.m. - Filomena & Giuseppe Morra f
Michael Morra 1 | Lucia & Giovanni Piunno
Danny & Pam McKenzie
Martin & Josephine Kobe f
Sp. Int: John Kobe's Birthday

Angel Tree Program. The tree is located in the
lobby & contains gift tags for children 0 to 12 both
boys & girls, & teens 13-17. Please consider taking a
tag from the tree & purchasing a gift of $20-35, in-
cluding batteries if required. Return the UN-
WRAPPED GIFT in a gift bag with the tag attached
to the bag strings. Gift Cards are requested for chil-
dren aged 13-17 years & can be put in an envelope.
A Pen Centre gift card would be ideal. Please give
the qift to one of the ushers or Father Ronald to
place in the vestry. Otherwise, feel free to drop it off
at the parish office. The last day to drop off gifts will
be THIS TUESDAY, December 16th. Thank you for
supporting this wonderful cause. - St. Julia SVDP




PARISH NEWS

League Corner;

Catholic Women's
December 13 / 14 G v

. Last week, because of the generosity of
our fellow parishioners, warm scarves,
mittens and hats were delivered to
Southridge Shelter, Out of the Cold,
Community Care and St Vincent de Paul to
be distributed to our neighbors in need.

« Our annual Christmas Bake Sale and 50/50
draw is this weekend. Thank-you for you
support of this fundraiser.

« Join us on Mon Dec 15 at 1 pm to pray the
rosary in the Serenity Room and then enjoy
social time in the Divinity Room. Everyone
is welcome.

Donations to St. Julia

A FINANCIAL REMINDER for this time of year that
could be helpful: All donations that you wish to
include on your 2025 income tax receipt must be
received before 9:00 a.m. on Monday December
29, 2025 to be credited to the 2025 tax

year. Donations received after this date will be
listed for the 2026 tax year. Thank you for your
continued generosity to our parish.

Advent Day of Confession

Advent Parish Confession will be taking place on
Tuesday December 16, 2025 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
There will be many priests available that evening
to hear confessions in the Church. Going to confes-
sion is a great opportunity to prepare our hearts to
receive Our Lord Jesus Christ this Christmas.

All are encouraged to come.

Office Closed for Christmas & One Week In January

The office will be CLOSED from Monday December
22, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. until Sunday January 4, 2026
for an extended Christmas Break. During this time,
the phones and emails will still be monitored if you
require urgent assistance. The office will be reo-
pening on Monday January 5 at 9:00 am.

Please also note that the office will be closed from
Monday January 12 until Sunday January 18, 2026
as Father will be on vacation and our secretary will
be away for personal reasons. It will reopen on
Monday January 19, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Christmas Season Schedule

This year, Christmas and New Years will fall on
Thursday, so our Mass schedule will be as follows:

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
5: 00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
0:.00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Wednesday, December 31 (New Years Eve)
5:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 1 (New Years Day)
10:00 am.

We encourage you to keep this handy and plan
accordingly for your Christmas Masses to avoid
confusion. We would also remind you that like
Sundays, Christmas & the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God are both Holy Days of Obligation for
ALL Catholic, which means that you are required to
attend mass on those dates.

The Saint Carlo Acutis Challenge

Calling all grade 5-12 students!! This is your invitation to
take part in the Saint Carlo Acutis Challenge. Use your
gifts and talents to create something (a video or app,
song or dance, poem or essay, fashion project or social
media campaign, etc.) that highlights an aspect of the
faith that you are passionate about! The top prize for
secondary students is $1000, and the top prize for
elementary students is $500 (more great prizes availa-
ble)!! Please visit: bit.ly/Saint-Challenge for more infor-
mation, or contact us at: evangelization@saintcd.com.
Hope to see you there!

The Gift of Giving: Donations of Securities

To assist parishioners in year-end tax planning, the Dio-
cese has available a Donation of Securities Form. Parish-
ioners can make donations of securities to the Parish or
Diocese and receive a receipt for income tax purposes
for the full market amount of the securities donated.
This is an opportunity for parishioners to support the
parish and also receive a donation receipt for income
tax purposes. For copies of this form or if you would like
the Diocese to assist in this process, please contact
John J. O'Brien, CFO, at 905-684-0154 x206

or 289-259-0795

Vocations

Do you feel called by God to His Priesthood or to the
Religious life? Our Vocations team is happy to answer
your questions.

Please call :

Fr. Ronald @ St. Julia's Parish g05-684-5603,
or Fr. Stephen @ St. Denis 905-685-5011,

or Fr. Daniel @ Holy Rosary 905-227-3178,
Or email us at vocations@saintcd.com.
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Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage

DVENTUS This Advent, make a spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy Land
R Uncover the beauty of the place where Christ was born,

preparing your heart for Christ's coming so you can enter more
deeply into this season.

ST. JOSEPHREALTY
TEAM

30 Minutes B.C. 30 Minutes BC

A Nativity Play

30 Minutes BC creatively explores the profound emotions and

4
?’ intimate struggles of Mary and Joseph during the final 30 \\:
minutes before the birth of Jesus. As the clock ticks down, the \ IRKI)ATRIC K
couple navigates a whirlwind of hope, joy, and uncertainty, %K
. turning to God amidst it all. \/ MONUMENTS

Niagara's Largest Memorialist &

- Is Christmas Pagan? What Catholics Believe Proud New Owner of Barber Monuments
Is Christmas a S About Christmas

PAGAN , Dr. Michael Barber answers some of the Internet's most asked 1 OO% Canadian Manufa(’tured since 1 92 9
HOLIDAY? .. questions about Christmas. Is Christmas a pagan holiday? Why

is Christmas celebrated on December 25? What happened at
s % the "first Christmas"? Find out the answers to these and more! 4 3 2 QueenStOIl Stl’e et
. St. Catharines, Ontario
Our parish has a Formed subscription. _—— 9 O 5 - 6 8 2 - 3 8 6 2

Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.
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YOUR TRUSTED TAX EXPERTS FOR LIFE
HOMES

Building for your lifestyle... for over 40 years

2-290 Glendale Ave., 5t. Catharines, ON L2T 2L3
Personal, Small Business & Corporate Tax Returns
Year-Round Service

CUSTOM HOMES | COMMUNITIES | RENOVATIONS

(905) 397-5232 option 1

905.680.6000 f silvergatehomes.com 78070@libertytax.com
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Funeral Home & Cremation Centre
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2 CHEVROLET-CORVETTE-CADILLAC
y OPTIMUM USED VEHICLES
386 ONTARIO ST., ST. CATHARINES L2R 6S8

& 50% MORE VALUE AT THE SAME PRICE
@ THERAPY TAILS COMFORT SUPPORT
& GRIEF SUPPORT

& VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 8/ (905) 684-9281
FAX 684-4476
briancullenmotors@gmcanada.com

DARTEFUNERALHOME.COM E BRIAN CULLEN

L 905-937-4444

Home of Finest Quality
Meats & Produce
RETAIL & WHOLESALE

905-227-2015 fax 905-227-7409
dantimmins2 @gmail.com

Colli Colliers International Niagara Ltd., Brokerage
oln€rs 82 Lake Street | Suite 200| St. Catharines | ON L2R 5X4
collierscanada.com/niagara

905 354 7413

_ Dan Timmins
Todd Crawford Ralph Roselli sior OWNER
Broker Sales Representative s : e e e
905 321 4755 905 329 4175 206 Richmond St., Richmond Plaza, Thorold, ON

todd.crawford@colliers.com ralph.roselli@colliers.com Distribution Centre, 133 Front St. N., Unit #1, Thorold, ON



