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Guidelines for Readers – St. Julia Parish 
 
General 
• Identify your assigned mass dates/times – the schedule is on the parish website: 

http://www.stjuliastc.com/ministry-schedules.html   
• Find someone to read for you if you are not going to be available for your assigned 

mass and notify your reading partner of your absence. 
• Arrive 10-15 minutes prior to mass in case there are changes to the readings or the 

format of the mass. 
• Advise the presider that you are present and check to ensure the microphone has 

been turned on. 
• Verify that the Lectionary is open to the correct readings (cross check with the 

Missal) and ask the Presider if the long or short version of the reading is to be done 
(if applicable) 

 
Processional/Recessional 
• Entrance: Process behind altar servers, and in front of the Deacon carrying Book of 

Gospels (if present) 
• Walk slowly down aisle, pause briefly and bow at step of alter before proceeding 

to your seat. Readers should sit in the first few rows of the Church on the Ambo 
side to facilitate their ministerial duties.  

• A reader may carry the Book of Gospels at masses where there is no Deacon – 
check with the Presider. Do not bow if carrying the Book of Gospels, proceed 
directly to the altar and place the Book of Gospels in the centre. 

• At conclusion of Mass, fall in behind altar servers and face altar until Presider has 
descended. Bow slightly (unless carrying the Lectionary out) when Presider 
bows/genuflects then turn and walk slowly out of the church. 

• Readers may choose to process out with the Lectionary and black portfolio. Or they 
can process without it and choose to return those items to the gowning (vestry) 
room as the congregation leaves the church at the end of Mass. 

• If processing out with the Lectionary – carry it respectfully in front of you, facing 
forward with the portfolio tucked in behind. 

 
Reading Assignments 
• For masses where there are two readers and a Deacon, the readers will generally 

alternate duties with one reader doing the opening announcements and the 
second reading; and the other reader doing the first reading.  
o If there is no Deacon present, the reader of the first reading will also read the 

Prayers of the Faithful (Petitions) approaching the Ambo following the 
recitation of the Creed and during the introduction to the Prayers of the 
Faithful by the presider. 
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• If there is only one reader, they will do all the applicable reading parts. Solo readers 
should sit on the bench or chair behind the Ambo between the first and second 
readings rather than returning to their seat in the congregation. 

• The reader doing the opening announcements carries the Lectionary and the white 
binder to the Ambo down a side aisle before the Mass procession begins. Walk 
directly to the Ambo – do not bow. 

• Open the Lectionary using the gold cord and centre on the Ambo. Welcome the 
congregation, read opening announcements and announce the processional hymn, 
then place the portfolio on the upper shelf in the Ambo before descending to your 
seat. 

• Readers should not approach the Ambo for the first reading until the opening 
prayer has concluded and the Presider and congregation starts to sit. Similarly, 
readers should wait until the responsorial hymn is finished before going to the 
Ambo. 

• Readers return to their seat immediately following the reading – do not wait for the 
music of the Psalm or Gospel Acclamation to begin. 

• When a Deacon is present and reading from the Book of Gospels, the second 
reader closes the Lectionary and places it on the lower shelf of the Ambo before 
returning to their seat. 

• If there is no Cantor/music person, the reader for the First Reading will also read 
the Responsorial Psalm. 

 
Weekday Masses 
Readers at weekday masses read the first reading only, the Responsorial Psalm and 
the Prayers of the Faithful (Petitions). They process in/out of the church with the 
Presider (Lectionary will already be on the Ambo) and should ensure the microphone 
is turned on before Mass and turned off after Mass. 
 
Reading Tips 
• Pause briefly (5-10 seconds) before speaking to allow the congregation to quiet 

and focus on the reading. Open with, “A reading from….” 
• Speak slowly and clearly – do not rush through the reading. Pause briefly before 

closing with “The Word of the Lord”. 
• Read in a tone and cadence that is suitable to the text, those in the congregation 

and the place of the celebration. As a reader you want to bring the text to life and 
inspire thoughtful reflection on its meaning. 

• Project your voice – do not rely solely on the microphone. If you need to adjust the 
microphone, do so gently and in an up/down manner (not sideways). 

• If comfortable, look out at the congregation periodically, taking advantage of 
paragraph breaks and when announcing and concluding the reading. 


